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SECRET ISLAMABAD 7679 

EXDIS HANDLE AS NODIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PEPR, MNUC, PK, US 

SUBJECT: PAKISTANI PRESS CRITICISM OF USG OVER REPROCESSING 
PLANT 

1 . DURING LAST FEW DAYS PAK PRESS CARRIED DAILY ARTICLES 

AND EDITORIALS CASTIGATING USG OVER US OPPOSITION TO NUCLEAR 
REPROCESSING PLANT. COMMENTARIES, WHILE STRONGLY CRITICAL 
OF US POLICIES, ARE NOT INCENDIARY AND RANGE IN TONE FROM 
INDIGNATION TO MORE-IN - SORROW -TH AN-IN -AN GER. WE HAVE 
BEEN CONSIDERING PROS AND CONS OF ISSUING CLARIFICATIONS 
AND REBUTTALS TO SOME OF THE UNJUSTIFIED CRITICISMS (AFTER 
CON STULT ATIONS WITH DEPT) AND HAVE CONCLUDED THAT LITTLE 
PURPOSE WOULD BE SERVED AT THIS TIME. THIS IS BEGINNING OF 
LONG PROCESS, NEXT EVENT OF WHICH WILL BE FRENCH REPLY TO 
GEN ZIA'S RECLAMA LETTER, AND WE THINK WE SHOULD WITHHOLD 
ANY REBUTTALS UNTIL AFTER THAT EVENT. 

2. MAIN THEMES OF CRITICISMS ARE: 

-USG IS ATTEMPTING TO PUT PRESSURE ON ONGOING DISCUSSIONS 
BETWEEN GOP AND FRENCH BY STIMULATING PUBLICITY ABOUT SUS- 
PENSION OF NEW AID. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 ISLAMA 07679 071351Z 


-USG, ALTHOUGH ADMITTING THERE IS NO LEGAL REQUIREMENT TO 
CUT OFF NEW AID, HAS "VIOLATED ITS OWN LAWS" BY DOING SO 
IN ORDER TO PRESSURE GOP. 

-ACTION IS UNJUSTIFIED AND DISCRIMINATORY, BEING BASICALLY 
ANTI-MUSLIM, ANTI-THIRD WORLD, AND AN ATTEMPT TO DENY DE- 
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VELOPING COUNTRIES THE BENEFITS OF NUCLEAR ELECTRIC POWER 
GENERATION. 

-USG'S AGREEMENT TO FURNISH FUEL TO INDIA'S TARAPUR REACTOR 
SHOWS ANTI-PAK BIAS, AND IS REMINISCENT OF USG CUTOFF OF 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE IN 1965 AND 1971 WARS WITH INDIA WHICH 
WORKED TO INDIA'S ADVANTAGE. ETC, ETC. 

3. MANY OF THESE THEMES ARE FAMILIAR. HAVING CROPPED UP 

FROM TIME TO TIME EVER SINCE HAK SURFACED USG-OP CONFRONTATION 
OVER THE FRENCH PLANT IN AUGUST 1976. THERE IS SUBSTANTIAL 
PUBLIC AGREEMENT THAT USG IS NOT DOING RIGHT IN ITS 
NON-PROLIFERATION POLICIES, AND WE THINK GOP HAS STIMULATED 
WRITERS AND EDITORS TO WRITE HIGHLY CRITICAL ARTICLES. 

FROM GOP POINT OF VIEW, US SIDE HELPED TO START PUBLIC 
DEBATE BY ANSWERING REPORTERS FACTUAL QUESTIONS IN WASH, 
RESULTING IN REUTERS STORY BEING PLAYED HERE AUG 5 
(ISLAMABAD 7591). MOREOVER, GOP HAS ITS OWN NEED, AS 
WE HAVE ALL RECOGNIZED, TO DEFEND ITSELF AGAINST DOMESTIC 
PAK CRITICISMS OF SOFTNESS, INEPTNESS (AS CHARGED BY EDITORIAL 
IN PPP'S MUSAWAT) OR SECRET COLLUSION, ON REPROCESSING PLANT 
ISSUE. APPARENTLY IN REACTION TO REUTERS STORY, GOP HAS 
CHOSEN TO EXPOSE ONLY PART OF THE ISSUE, REALIZING PERHAPS 
THAT EXPECTED FRENCH CANCELLATION WILL BECOME PUBLIC SOON. 
EXISTENCE OF ZLA LETTER TO GISCARD HAS BEEN MENTIONED IN PRESS, 
BUT DOES NOT YET FORM CENTRAL THEME, AND FRENCH SPOKESMAN'S 
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STATEMENT (PARIS 24312) HAS NOT BEEN MENTIONED. 

4. WE WILL, OF COURSE, WANT TO PUT ON RECORD BEFORE PAK 
PUBLIC THE LOGIC AND APPLICATION OF OUR NON-PROLIFERATION 
POLICIY ; THE QUESTION IS WHEN WE SHOULD START TO DO THIS. 

TOP LEVELS OF GOP ALREADY HAVE HEARD AND GRASPED OUR 
LOGIC, EVEN THOUGH THEY DO NOT AGREE WITH IT. ON BALANCE 
WE THINK WE SHOULD HOLD OUR EXPLANATIONS AND REBUTTALS 
UNTIL WE CAN SIMULTANEOUSLY DISCUSS RESUMPTION OF US 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS, AFTER FRENCH LOWER THE BOOM. WE 
WILL KEEP SITUATION UNDER REVIEW. 
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